Plas Pencelli Outdoor Education Centre




Where is Plas Pencelli?




The Route to Plas Pencelli
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Traditional Outdoor Activities in the
Natural Environment
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Some History

200 year old Rectory

An Outdoor Centre for more than 50 years
Owned by & run by Swindon Council

No Direct Subsidy since 2005

On-Going Improvements






















The Outdoor Staff Team

Becs (Instructor) Cilla (Deputy)

John (Instructor) Henry (Instructor) Josie (Assistant) Jack (Assistant)




Centre Support Staff

Linda (Administrator)

Anita (Evening Cook)
Jackie (Assistant Cook)
Richard (Domestic Assistant)




Multi-Activity Adventures

Involve:

Excitement

Real Adventure

Visiting New Places

Making New Friends




Each Course is About:

Challenge

Responsibility

Confidence

Social Skills

The Qutdoor Environment




Daily Routine

8.15am Breakfast

9am Make Packed Lunch

9.15am Activity Briefing/Preparation i
10.30am Depart on Activity

4.30pm Return/Clean up/Hot Drink

5.30pm Records of Achievement
6pm Dinner
7-9pm  Evening Activity

? Bedtime




The Day’s Briefing

Different briefing each day &
for each activity

Information about the venue &
what the activity entails

Addresses any worries or fears
Weather/water levels

Clothes to wear & change into

Any other (camera, money etc.)




A Typical Programme

PLAS -PENCELLI-OUTDOQOR -EDUCATION -CENTRET

Activity -Programmeq
Bridlewood -Primary -School 13" - -17t -March -20174)

F- g

BLUE-
GROUP=

GREEN-
GROUPR

RED'GRCNJPI{

EVENINGX

Security=

MOMDAY &

WELCOME /IMDUCTION/LUNCEH BecsDavid)d
LOCAL -ADVENTURE ‘WALKY

Cilla(James), Martin, Becs(David), John Henry®

ORIENTEERING 4|
Cilla(David)x

Dawvidr

TUESDAY

CAMOEIMNG &
CillafTames)=

CAVIMNG+
Martin=

CLIMBIME -+
Becs(David)

CAVING+
Johns

DIMGLE -DESCEMNT4
John(James)=

WEDMESDAY &

CLIMBIMG &
CillafDavid)=

SCAVENGER-
HUNT/QUIZG

THURSDAY =

FROBLEM-
SOLVING+
Becs{Tames) =

FRIDAY >

GORGE-WALK+
Cilla(Tames):

DEPART -2 30pmdl

F. g




(Vp)
Q
)
C
D
>
&
@
-
(-
g ®)
C
(q8]
O
)
(Vp)
)
O
C




Record of Achievement

A Record to take
home

A chance to re-live
the day

Some fun exercises

Links to the school
curriculum




Equipment Provided

e All activity equipment
(ropes, canoes, caving lights
etc.)

e On personal loan :
— waterproofs
boots
wellies
rucksack
fleece
water bottle




Previous Experience & Difficulty?

None needed

Tailored to meet the
group’s needs

All are encouraged
to take part

It’s all about trying




Personal Belongings

1'151-,!_"‘ F,

Security

- it’s a very “safe” area
- there are over-night
security staff

Personal belongings
mobile phones X
music players X
disposable cameras V
pocket money V

Personal responsibility

I(l

Personal “trip” Insurance
recommended




Student Responsibilities

Listening to instructions

Taking care in potentially
hazardous environments

Bringing along personal
equipment as advised

Bringing any medication
(Asthma Pump etc.)

Reasonable behaviour




Outdoor Activity Staff

e Very well qualified and
experienced staff

e Are caring and supportive

e Are very approachable




Activity Licence
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Parental Consent Form
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What Kit to Bring?
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Costs

April 17-March 18 Swindon £295/Wilts & Others £315
April 18-March 19 Swindon £305/Wilts & Others £325
April 19-March 20 Swindon £315/Wilts & Others £335 tbhc

Fully Inclusive except for coach transport
School Staff are free (within reason)
There are some booking conditions (deposits, cancellation charges etc.)

Some schools/authorities have assisted places schemes. Some schools use
“pupil premium for this”




Bookings

Up to 2 years in advance

Deposit(10%) requested 12months before the visit

Balance invoiced after the visit

Summer and early Autumn is very popular




Other Bookings

Weekend Courses

Half Week Courses-(not available in summer term)

Group Camping up to 50 places (D of E?)

The self-catering Lodge for staff or family
weekends

Specialist Courses
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The Activities
& What to Expect
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Mountain Day






















Canoeing




























Climbing



















Adventure Day/
Gorge Walk
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Evening Activities

























>

...l-f;-*‘f*" o










Gower Day
ther” activities

=EEL

(exam

———













Any Questions?




