
Plas Pencelli Outdoor 

Education Centre

Swindon’s Quality Residential 

Outdoor Education Centre



Where is the Centre?



At the foot of the Brecon 
Beacons…

















A Range Real of Activities



Traditional Outdoor Activities 
in the Natural Environment



A Little History

• 200 years old

• Rectory then a Farmhouse

• Established as an Outdoor Centre 50 years ago

• Wiltshire run for 30 years until 1995

• Swindon Borough Council run since

• “No Contribution” basis since 2005















The Outdoor Staff Team

Martin (Instructor )     Becs (Instructor)       Cat (Assistant)            Henry (Assistant)

Joe (Instructor)                          Pete (Head)          Cilla (Deputy)



Centre Support Staff

Carole

(Assistant Cook)

Phil (Handyman)

Anne (Cook)

Bridget (Head Cook)

Suzanne (Domestic Assistant) Anita

(Assistant Cook)

Linda 

(Administrator)

Linda 

(Administrator)

Linda 

(Administrator)

Tracy 

(Administrator)



Multi-Activity Adventures

• Excitement

• Real Adventure

• Making New Friends

• Visiting New Places



Each Course is About:

• Challenge

• Responsibility

• Confidence

• Social Skills

• The Outdoor Environment



Daily Routine

• 8.15am   Breakfast

• 9am Make Sandwiches

• 9.15am   Activity Briefing/
Preparation

• 10.30am  Depart on Activity 

• 4.30pm   Return, Clean, Hot Drink

• 5.30pm   Records of Achievement

• 6pm        Dinner

• 7-9pm     Evening Activity

• Bedtime



The Day’s Briefing

• Different Brief each Day & 
each Activity

• Information about the Venue 
& Description of Activity

• Addresses Worries or Fears

• Weather/Water Level 
Considerations

• Clothing Required & Change 
of Clothes 



A Typical Programme

Activity Programme 
South Broome Primary School    17th–19th May 2010 

 

 Blue Green Red Evening Security

Arrive 11am Induction, Equipment Issue, Preparation 

 
Nona(Martin) 

 

Monday 

 

 

CAVING 

 

Nona(Emily) 

CAVING 

 

Dave 

CANOEING 

 

Cilla(Katie) 

DINGLE DESCENT 

 

Nona(Harry) 
Harry

CLIMBING 

 

Nona 

CLIMBING 

 

Dave(Emily) 

CLIMBING 

 

Cilla(Katie) 

 

Tuesday 

 
GORGE WALK 

 

Nona 

GORGE WALK 

 

Dave(Emily) 

CAVING 

 

Cilla 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

 

Joe(Jacob) 
Jacob

 

Wednesday 

 

 

CANOEING 

 

Nona 

CANOEING 

 

Dave(Emily) 

GORGE WALK 

 

Cilla  

Depart 

 

1.15pm 
Harry

 



Minibus to and from Venues



Record of Achievement

• A Record to take 

Home

• A Chance to 

Remember the Day 

• Some Fun Exercises

• Links to the National 

Curriculum



Specialist Equipment?

• All Activity Equipment

(Ropes, Canoes etc.)

• On Personal Loan :

– Waterproofs

– Boots 

– Wellies

– Rucksack

– Fleece



Previous Experience & Difficulty?

• None Needed

• Tailored to meet 

the Group’s Needs

• All Encouraged to 

Take Part

• Its All about Trying



Personal Belongings
• Security

- safe area
- security staff 

• Personal belongings 
– Music Players X

– Mobile Phones X

– Disposable Cameras √

– Pocket Money √

• Own Responsibility 

• Personal Insurance -
Recommended



Pupil Responsibility

• Listening to Instructions

• Potentially Hazardous 

Environments

• Always bring Equipment 

as Advised

• Bring any Medication 

(Asthma Pump etc.)



Activity Staff

• Qualified and 

Experienced Staff 

• Caring and Supportive

• Approachable



Activity Licence



Parental Consent Form



What Kit to Bring?



Costs

• Swindon £280/Wiltshire £295  a week

• Fully Inclusive except the coach

• Staff are free

• Some Booking conditions

• Assisted Places



Bookings

• Up to 2 years in advance

• Deposit(10%) requested 12months before visit

• Balance invoiced after the visit

• Some availability during 15/16 and 16/17  

academic year



Come and Enjoy Yourself!



Staff Team in Action!



The Activities

& What to ExpectP..



Caving





















Mountain Day















Canoeing



















Climbing













Adventure Day/

Gorge Walk























Evening 

Activities























Gower Day

(example of “other” activities)









Any Questions?


